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CSAC Observations and Plans

• CSAC would like to thank Stephanie Lee 

Studds and her team for such impressive work.  
The use of innovative techniques, such as the 
change detection from satellite images, allows 

the team to modernize the collection and 
analysis of construction data.
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Published Literature on Remote Sensing for  
Urban Change Detection

Research Articles with an emphasis on remote sensing techniques for change 
detection (From Yanan You, Jingyi Cao and Wenli Zhou, 2020)
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Questions

• Can you please describe the source of the imagery in more detail?

• Single Source or Multi-source?
• Geographic Coverage and Frequency?
• Commercial purchase or through multi-agency partnerships?
• Is the imagery already ‘positioned’ or does Census perform image 

processing/georeferencing?

• For the planned ‘Hunting and Tracking” Mode – how automated will 

the classification be?  In other words, will the system evolve to a real-
time monitoring application (automated content)?
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Questions

• Once the program and analysis techniques are finalized, 
please describe how this process may be integrated into other 
Census data production needs (Example:  Change Detection 
related to Address Canvassing)

• What are the production plans for the finalized program?
• Contract for Image Source?
• Analysis performed in-house by Census or done through contracts 

with the private sector?
• Do you have a rough level of effort for labor needed to maintain a 

program like this (5, 10, 20, etc. personnel)?


